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Introduced by Council Member Jones and substituted by the Transportation, Energy, Utilities and Safety Committee:

ORDINANCE 2007-74-W
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 664.401 (RECREATIONAL STREET CLOSINGS), ORDINANCE CODE AND CREATING A NEW SECTION 664.402 (AUTHORIZED COMMERCIAL EVENT STREET CLOSINGS), ORDINANCE CODE TO AUTHORIZE A COMMERCIAL EVENT STREET CLOSING PERMIT AND TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ISSUE SUCH PERMITS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Council recognizes a desire by commercial operators to obtain street closure permits to hold recreational events in the City’s rights-of-way; and


WHEREAS, to achieve such, while being cognizant of the effects of such events on adjacent property owners and the general public health, safety and welfare, the Council desires to place restrictions on the use of City rights-of-way to minimize or eliminate any potential negative effects arising from such use; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Part 4 of Chapter 664 (Recreational Street Closings), Ordinance Code is amended to amend in part section 664.401 and to create a new section 664.402 to read as follows: 
CHAPTER 664.
PARKS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS, FACILITTIES AND ACTIVITIES.

* * *

PART 4. RECREATIONAL RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL EVENT STREET CLOSINGS

Sec. 664.401.
Authorized Residential Street Closings.

The Mayor is authorized temporarily to temporarily close streets in the city to motor vehicular traffic for the purpose of providing neighborhood recreational opportunities for citizens and children, in accordance with the following standards and conditions:
(a) No intersection of two or more streets may be closed.

(b) The closed street must be located in a residential area in which available recreational facilities are limited.

(c) The street may be closed only upon written consent of at least 60 percent of the occupants of all property as to which the closed portion of the street is the only means of vehicular ingress and egress.  For this purpose, the consent of one member of a family unit or of one representation of any other definite group of occupants shall be prima facie consent of all members of the group.

(d) Prior to the closing the Mayor shall obtain a written evaluation and recommendation from the City Traffic Engineer as to the effect of the closing on traffic flow in the area.
Sec. 664.402.
Authorized Commercial Event Street Closings.

The Mayor is authorized to temporarily close streets in the city to motor vehicular traffic for the purpose of providing commercial recreational or special event opportunities for Jacksonville citizens for events of less than 500 people, in accordance with the following standards and conditions:

(a) No intersection of two or more streets may be closed.

(b) The closed street must be located in an area in which available recreational facilities are limited.

(c) The street may be closed only upon written consent of at least 60 percent of the occupants of all property as to which the closed portion of the street is the only means of vehicular ingress and egress.  For this purpose, the consent of one member of, or one representative, of any definite group of occupants or a manager or equivalent of any business or commercial establishment shall be prima facie consent of all members of the group.

(d) A Maintenance of Traffic plan shall be submitted to the City Traffic Engineer for approval a minimum of five (5) working days prior to the requested closure date, which shall contain the date of the proposed closure, the name and contact information for the permit applicant, a detailed description and site plan showing the area to be closed (including location of security, restrooms, parking and any other information deemed relevant by the City Traffic Engineer), any proposed signage, a detailed description of the reason for the proposed closure, and a lighting plan. 
(e) The affected roadway and any property located thereon shall not abut any residential use or property.

(f) The applicant for any street closure will be required to obtain a general liability insurance policy for $1 million and list the City as a Co-Insured.
(g) The applicant shall provide, to the satisfaction of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, sufficient security to control the expected amount of attendees and shall provide sufficient restroom facilities.

(h) The applicant is responsible for making sure that businesses are notified of the event by flyers, posters or signs, to ensure they are aware of the proposed event.

(i) The duration of the event shall not exceed 24 hours.

(j) The event shall not be scheduled during regular business hours (7:00a- 7:00p Monday through Friday).

(k) The Department of Public Works shall develop and implement a policy and application, with criteria, for purposes of complying with this Part and shall assess a $50 application fee for each separate application. 
(l) The applicant shall provide proof of a current business license in the name of the permittee showing the permitee’s principle place of business is located along the street proposed to be closed.

(m) If food will be sold or provided, the applicant shall provide proof of a current health permit authorizing the dispensing of such food.

(n) No applicant, or other entity associated with any applicant, shall be allowed to obtain a permit for more than four (4) single-day events in any calendar year.
(o) Events shall conclude no later than 11:00 p.m.

(p) The applicant shall, at all times, comply with Chapter 368 (Noise Ordinance) and Chapter 518 (Property Safety Code and Downtown Property Maintenance Code). 
In addition to the foregoing, the applicant shall assure that all trash, debris or any other effects of the special event activities is fully removed within 24 hours of the end of the event.  Conviction of any violation or citation by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, or any other federal, state or local entity or agency shall bar a special event closing for the address or property associated with the violation or citation for a period of four months.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel
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